
Fruit Farming in Kenya   
Week beginning 29.06.20 
Last week we enjoyed writing stories inspired by our reading of Handa's Surprise. We learnt that the children featured in this book are from the 
Luo tribe of south-west Kenya. This week, I’d like you to find out a little more about fruit farming in Kenya to help you write a non-chronological 
report. Read on to remind yourself of all the key features of this non-fiction genre. Once you have completed your information text then I’d love to 
see it. Please do send me a photo to rowan@north-leigh.oxon.sch.uk and I will give write you an encouraging message back .         
 

 Planning So what do you remember about a non-chronological report?  It provides information on a particular subject starting with an 
introduction followed by a series of sub-titles to explore aspects of the subject in more detail. The writing is in full sentences and 
arranged in paragraphs. The sub-titles are often written as a question and the writing below seeks to answer that question for the 
reader. Illustrations are used to support the written information. You can be creative in your layout of the page as the information 
doesn’t have to be read in a chronological (sequential) order.  
 
Before you can start writing, you will need to collect some facts to inform your report.    
Click here and watch this short film to discover some fascinating information about the  
physical geography of Kenya. Where is it? In which continent? Which countries share a border?  
Which ocean lies to the East? What is the landscape like? How would you describe the climate?  
How many seasons does the country have? Which are the rainiest months? What is the current  
population? (You will remember that these are similar questions to those we explored when we  
were learning about India.)  This information will be perfect for your introduction. 
I like the climate graph you can see here on this page. There’s also lots more information you might find interesting on this 
3dgeography page. (Lots of you enjoyed this website when we were learning about rivers last term). 
 
Now you have introductory information about Kenya, you are ready to discover more about the fruits that are grown here and how 
the climate supports farming the many fruits people enjoy around the world. 9 fruits to grow in Kenya has some excellent 
information and images about 9 different fruits (most of which appear in Handa’s  
basket). Perhaps choose your 4 favourite from this page.  
You might like to find out: 
what each fruit needs to grow 
how the fruit adapts to the climate  
how long they take to grow / bear fruit 
when the fruit is harvested 
how the fruit is transported to supermarkets around the world 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AJdPlMebjAw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zrsgkqt
https://www.3dgeography.co.uk/kenya-geography
https://biznakenya.com/9-fruits-to-grow-in-kenya/


Fruit Farming in Kenya   
Drafting  

 

Now you are ready to write your first draft. 
Here’s some non-chronological report writing top tips to help you do a good job: 

1. Write in the present tense  (eg pawpaws are extremely sensitive to sunlight)  
2. Write in the 3rd person – there are no characters and you are not in the writing  

(Kenyan farmers … The avocado … it is … they are …) 
3. Organise your information into an introduction and then separate paragraphs with  

sub-titles so the reader knows what to expect to discover in each section of writing 
4. Use rhetorical questions particularly in your title / sub-titles (what … where … when … why …. how …) 
5. Keep it factual and informative – don’t be tempted to drift into writing about whether you like that particular fruit 
6. Keep it formal – use language that you would use if you were writing to someone important, it’s not supposed to be funny 

or sound like you’re having a chat with a friend 
7. Enjoy using illustration / photos to support your information – they help give your reader a picture in their mind to build on  

Editing Re-read your writing aloud – slowly and carefully - you might like to use a different colour pen like we do in class. 
1. Punctuation: Have you remembered all your full stops and capital letters?  

                         Have you used a ? at the end of a question title? 
                         

        2.   Spelling: Here’s an online dictionary to help you  
(Not every word has to be spelt correctly but you do need to think about the ones it’s possible for you to be getting correct, 
especially if you can copy it from the internet information) 
 

2. Improving: Look back at the list of non-chronological report writing top tips.  
                     Have you included an introduction? Have you organised your writing into paragraphs with sub-titles?                                         
                     Have you used the present tense consistently? 
                     Have you remembered to vary the use of nouns with pronouns? (So rather than keep repeating “the pineapple”   
                     … you can sometimes use “it”,  or describe it: “this sweet fruit”, “the spiky-leaved survivor” …)                  

Publishing 
 

Now – how would you like to set out your non-chronological report? You may like to draw text boxes of different sizes – one for the 
title, one for the introduction and then one for each of the fruits you’ve researched. Be as creative as you like.  
Some of you will enjoy writing this as a series of powerpoint slides. I find world geography fascinating and still  
love to find out about different places. I’m sure you will do too.   
 
 

  

    

 

 

 

 

 

https://kids.wordsmyth.net/we/

